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Abstract:

The educational systems in graduate schools have been generally focused on professional education. As a result, the follow-
ing problems have arisen due to ever changing social structures. 1) As the level and breadth of graduate education becomes
more specific and narrow, the resulting educational content becomes increasingly harder to adapt to issues encountered by
graduates. In addition, 2) in contrast to the specialized nature of graduate schools, students after graduation need to be able
to react to a dynamic work environment. Furthermore, 3) due to ongoing innovations, the specific content of a graduate edu-
cation entails a expiration date. To overcome these problems, it is desirable that graduates have the ability to carry on self-
study for lifetime education. The complementary importance of combining common basis education (professional breadth
courses) to a traditional, professional one in graduate schools is emphasized, and discussed after reviewing the current situa-
tion in Japan, the United States and Europe.
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